
The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 

Brett Kissel:  Working dogs and electric fences 

Brett Kissel 

Fifi, Boots & Prue ready for 
work on Ardgartan 

Prue waiting to go to work 
on Cashco, north of 

Melbourne 

Tom Chisholm 

http://www.cdrods.co.nz/
mailto:info@agdesigngps.com?subject=Remove
mailto:tom@agdesigngps.com?subject=newsletter%20enquiry
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/farm-business/budgets/livestock/sheep/background/dse
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/farm-business/budgets/livestock/sheep/background/dse
http://www.nuffield.com.au/report_f/2005/Robert%20Kelly%202005%20report.pdf
mailto:tom@agdesigngps.com?subject=please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20the%20Bull%20Sheet
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGgpSTcqXYM&feature=email
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGgpSTcqXYM&feature=email


The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 

A word from Tom Volume 2, Issue 2 May 2010 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at tom@agdesigngps.com  or call +64 6 354 5714 

Click here to find out about DSE  

Dry sheep equivalents 

 

Click to read Rob’s Nuffield Scholar report 

 

If you have Google earth on your computer 

copy and past the coordinates below into the 

“fly to” box under search on your screen. It will 

take you to the Mt William woolshed 

predevelopment. 

-30.234264°,151.990646° 

Rob Kelly Interview 

In this issue: 

Rob Kelly Interview 

The impact of 

grazing on your 

pasture 

composition 

Brett Kissel: 

Working dog and 

electric fences 

Newsletter Spotlight 

The bull sheet is a f-r-e-e publication from Agdesign.  Please forward it on to your 

friends. If you would like to subscribe to the bull sheet  click here type in your first 

and last name in the message body and click the send button. 

Tom Chisholm  
B.Agr 

John Ransom 
Marathon Man 

Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 

Brett Kissel:  Working dogs and electric fences 

Brett Kissel 

Fifi, Boots & Prue ready for 
work on Ardgartan 

Prue waiting to go to work 
on Cashco, north of 

Melbourne 

Tom Chisholm 

http://www.cdrods.co.nz/
mailto:info@agdesigngps.com?subject=Remove
mailto:tom@agdesigngps.com?subject=newsletter%20enquiry
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/farm-business/budgets/livestock/sheep/background/dse
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/farm-business/budgets/livestock/sheep/background/dse
http://www.nuffield.com.au/report_f/2005/Robert%20Kelly%202005%20report.pdf
mailto:tom@agdesigngps.com?subject=please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20the%20Bull%20Sheet
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGgpSTcqXYM&feature=email


The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 

A word from Tom Volume 2, Issue 2 May 2010 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at tom@agdesigngps.com  or call +64 6 354 5714 

Click here to find out about DSE  

Dry sheep equivalents 

 

Click to read Rob’s Nuffield Scholar report 

 

If you have Google earth on your computer 

copy and past the coordinates below into the 

“fly to” box under search on your screen. It will 

take you to the Mt William woolshed 

predevelopment. 

-30.234264°,151.990646° 

Rob Kelly Interview 

In this issue: 

Rob Kelly Interview 

The impact of 

grazing on your 

pasture 

composition 

Brett Kissel: 

Working dog and 

electric fences 

Newsletter Spotlight 

The bull sheet is a f-r-e-e publication from Agdesign.  Please forward it on to your 

friends. If you would like to subscribe to the bull sheet  click here type in your first 

and last name in the message body and click the send button. 

Tom Chisholm  
B.Agr 

John Ransom 
Marathon Man 

Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 
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water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 
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Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  
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fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 
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Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 
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Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 
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Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 
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Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 
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up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 
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the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 
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removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 
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To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 
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of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 
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feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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to Wellington from Palmerston North via 
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hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 
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Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 
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as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 
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as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 
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Sunday informing me that I was “now the 
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hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 
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John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 
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Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 
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injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 

Brett Kissel:  Working dogs and electric fences 

Brett Kissel 

Fifi, Boots & Prue ready for 
work on Ardgartan 

Prue waiting to go to work 
on Cashco, north of 

Melbourne 

Tom Chisholm 

http://www.cdrods.co.nz/
mailto:info@agdesigngps.com?subject=Remove
mailto:tom@agdesigngps.com?subject=newsletter%20enquiry
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/farm-business/budgets/livestock/sheep/background/dse
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/farm-business/budgets/livestock/sheep/background/dse
http://www.nuffield.com.au/report_f/2005/Robert%20Kelly%202005%20report.pdf
mailto:tom@agdesigngps.com?subject=please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20the%20Bull%20Sheet
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGgpSTcqXYM&feature=email


The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  
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any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 
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in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 
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The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 
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Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 
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and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 
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What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 
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some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 
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Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 
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are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 
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and selling his working dogs since the early 
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dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 

A word from Tom Volume 2, Issue 2 May 2010 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at tom@agdesigngps.com  or call +64 6 354 5714 

Click here to find out about DSE  

Dry sheep equivalents 

 

Click to read Rob’s Nuffield Scholar report 

 

If you have Google earth on your computer 

copy and past the coordinates below into the 

“fly to” box under search on your screen. It will 

take you to the Mt William woolshed 

predevelopment. 

-30.234264°,151.990646° 

Rob Kelly Interview 

In this issue: 

Rob Kelly Interview 

The impact of 

grazing on your 

pasture 

composition 

Brett Kissel: 

Working dog and 

electric fences 

Newsletter Spotlight 

The bull sheet is a f-r-e-e publication from Agdesign.  Please forward it on to your 

friends. If you would like to subscribe to the bull sheet  click here type in your first 

and last name in the message body and click the send button. 

Tom Chisholm  
B.Agr 

John Ransom 
Marathon Man 

Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 
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sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 
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stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 
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are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 
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are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 
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spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 
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airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 
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and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 
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Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 
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John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 
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the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 
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Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 
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I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 
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I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 
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plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 
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England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 
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the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 
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stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 
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take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 
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before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 
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1990s. 
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and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  
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when they are quite young. They sit on the 
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New England Technograzing group, which 
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was a great start.  The collective experience in 
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involved as much as possible with the group. 
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was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 
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feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 
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jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 
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need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 
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are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 

A word from Tom Volume 2, Issue 2 May 2010 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at tom@agdesigngps.com  or call +64 6 354 5714 

Click here to find out about DSE  

Dry sheep equivalents 

 

Click to read Rob’s Nuffield Scholar report 

 

If you have Google earth on your computer 

copy and past the coordinates below into the 

“fly to” box under search on your screen. It will 

take you to the Mt William woolshed 

predevelopment. 

-30.234264°,151.990646° 

Rob Kelly Interview 

In this issue: 

Rob Kelly Interview 

The impact of 

grazing on your 

pasture 

composition 

Brett Kissel: 

Working dog and 

electric fences 

Newsletter Spotlight 

The bull sheet is a f-r-e-e publication from Agdesign.  Please forward it on to your 

friends. If you would like to subscribe to the bull sheet  click here type in your first 

and last name in the message body and click the send button. 

Tom Chisholm  
B.Agr 

John Ransom 
Marathon Man 

Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 
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was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 
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his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 
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say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 
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To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 
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of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 
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any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 
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up with clients and get some short video 
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the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 
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back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 
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Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 
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before it next grazed. 
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before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 
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The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 
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and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 
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shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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Since then most of my time, three weeks in 
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to Wellington from Palmerston North via 
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his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 
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say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 
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merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 
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are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 
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Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 
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are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 
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trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 
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Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 
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I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 
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Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 
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spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 
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The Bull  Sheet  

Hi Everyone, 

It seems like no time at all since I was sitting 

down and sending out the last Bull Sheet.  

Since then most of my time, three weeks in 

fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 
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Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 
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create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 
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Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 
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fact, has been spent running around in New 

South Wales. 

My rental car had a few thousand kilometers 

extra on the speedometer when I dropped it 

back at Sydney Airport.  Most of my time was 

in the New England area around Armidale. I 

also called in at Murrurundi at the very top of 

the Hunter Valley.  My trip back to Sydney 

was via Young which was kind of like driving 

to Wellington from Palmerston North via 

Auckland. 

While I was away John had no trouble filling in 

his time.  I had a text from him early one 

Sunday informing me that I was “now the 

employer of a marathon runner”.  Needless to 

say I was pretty impressed. His time of 4 

hours and 12 minutes might not have “broken 

any records” as John put it, but that is an 

outstanding effort, especially on a challenging 

Rotorua course.  Those of you who have had 

the pleasure of walking up and down hills with 

John as he has a GPS pack on his back will 

not be surprised I am sure.  Congratulations 

John. Well done! 

In the New England I had a chance to catch 

up with clients and get some short video 

interviews. Rob Kelly is my first volunteer and 

a link to the interview is attached further down 

the page. Have a look and keep an eye out for 

the working dog belonging to Robs wife, 

Fiona, in the background. 

I was invited to the inaugural meeting of the 

New England Technograzing group, which 

Philip Attard hosted, in late April.  The few 

hours we were able to meet could not do 

justice to the comprehensive agenda but it 

was a great start.  The collective experience in 

the room should be a great benefit to 

everyone involved, and I look forward to being 

involved as much as possible with the group. 

One of the questions to come out of the group 

was around dogs in intensive electric fenced 

systems.  I talked to Brett Kissel about his 

experiences and the interview is included later 

in this issue of the Bull Sheet. 

I am planning to make interviews a regular 

feature of the Bull Sheet. If there are 

questions you would like to see asked of 

people interviewed let me know and I will add 

them to my question list. 

I copped a bit of a hard time about my fishing 

story last month.  Those of you that were 

jealous will be pleased to know that I had no 

time for fishing this month. Helens uncle, 

Marty, was most concerned I was not using 

the right gear. If you want a great fishing rod 

go to Composite developments site and have 

a look (hopefully that plug helps when I go to 

get my next one). 

Thanks to my clients in the New England for 

the great hospitality.  My job would be very 

difficult if I was not so well looked after when I 

travel. I greatly appreciate your support. 

Talk to you next month, 
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“fly to” box under search on your screen. It will 
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predevelopment. 
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Rob Kelly from Guyra in NSW was kind enough to volunteer as my first 

interview for the Bull Sheet.  Rob was my first client in the New 

England as part of an MLA grazing trial where we designed a 

technograze system to compare grazing management alternatives with 

merino ewes. He is now expanding the systems to the rest of his 

property. We had a quick chat over the fence when I was over marking 

out more systems. Click on the picture of Rob below and your internet 

browser should open a window so you an watch the interview. Below 

are links to find out what a DSE is and to Robs report into his time 

travelling the world as a Nuffield scholar. 

The impact of grazing on your pasture composition. 

Grazing management can be a powerful tool in influencing the quality 

and quantity of pasture you produce.  Because of selective grazing, 

livestock are often regarded as the enemy in fragile environments and 

improved pastures can quickly disappear on developed land.    In this 

article I will take a look at some of the key areas you influence with 

your grazing management. 

Carbohydrates stored in the plant roots. 

The plant keeps its energy reserves stored in its roots. These stores 

are used for re-growth after defoliation and winter survival.  If a plant 

is palatable and attractive to stock it will constantly have its re-growth 

removed.  Frequent grazing does not allow the plant to replenish its 

root reserves.  If the plant is constantly withdrawing energy from its 

root bank and not making deposits it will run out of energy and die. 

Plant root depth. 

Plants that are over grazed will not be as competitive in accessing 

water in the soil profile.  Plants that are preferentially grazed in the 

sward with insufficient rest period between grazing will not develop a 

root system as large or strong as plants that are not grazed.   The 

stronger and more developed a plants root system the greater the 

plants ability to withstand moisture stress by accessing moisture 

within the soil profile.  If animals are grazing selectively then those 

plants that are the least desirable will be best equipped to deal with 

moisture stress. Under stress these plants will thrive while more 

palatable species will disappear from the sward. 

Shading within the sward. 

Light is the energy that fuels plant growth.  In the same way that tall 

trees in a forest shade those below, under grazed pastures also 

create a shading effect. Those species that are left untouched by 

grazing grow tall shading those species that are more palatable and 

overgrazed.  This effects the ability of the plant to photo synthesize 

and grow.  The desirable species in the sward become less productive 

as they have less fuel.  Sunlight is also critical in the plants ability to 

tiller and reproduce more leaf area.  When struggling for sunlight 

plants will be competed out of the sward. 

What does this mean for pasture management? 

When grazing pastures and designing grazing systems we need to 

take account of the effects grazing is having on the plant. These are 

some of the key areas that should feature in your grazing 

management from a plant perspective: 

Rest period to suit pasture recovery. The time between grazing 

events should allow the plant to fully recharge its root reserve 

before it next grazed. 

High stocking density.  Having stock grazing a relatively small 

area does not give them the option of selectively grazing. This 

is particularly important if you are trying to positively influence 

pasture composition. 

Frequent shifting. From a pastures point of view the frequency of 

shifting depend on the time of year. If the plant is already 

starting to grow from it root reserve and stock eat re-growth 

then the plants ability to subsequently re-grow will be 

compromised. The grazing period will vary with the seasons. 

You need to shift more frequently in spring to avoid this than 

you would in winter. 

Keep covers under control at critical times for tillering.   You 

need to keep covers under control in spring and autumn. These 

are the key times for letting light into the base of the pasture 

creating new tillers in the pasture. 

If you get your implementation right, not only can you maintain your 

existing production but, you can get improvements in pasture 

composition to increase your pasture production.  

I am always asked about dogs in intensive electric 

fence systems.  Dogs are not always a good fit 

with electric fence systems.  Shocks from fences 

are inevitable and, although stock are shifted 

more often, an over eager dog can be more of a 

liability than a help.   

To get a few answers about dogs I went to Brett 

Kissel, beef manager at the Ardgartan pastoral 

company located south west of Hamilton in 

Victoria’s Western districts.  Brett has had plenty 

of experience setting up and managing 

Technogaze systems.  He worked on or overseen 

Techno conversions in Hawkes Bay, South 

Australia and Ardgartan in Victoria as well as 

spending time with Harry Wier at Burleigh and 

managing his family farm North of Tullamarine 

airport at Melbourne.   

Brett is a keen dog man and has been breeding 

and selling his working dogs since the early 

1990s. 

Here are Brett’s key points for working with dogs 

and electric fences: 

Start with a strong dog. As with any working 

dog you want to start with the right 

temperament. 

 

Have the confidence of the dog before you 

start. If you don’t have their confidence 

before you start then a shock is not going 

to help with that. 

 

Make your bike a safe haven. Have a board 

on the back with a non slip, insulated 

surface. This also stops the dog getting 

injured when jumping on and off the bike.  

This bike is often live when shifting 

temporary fences or driving over fences. 

The dogs need to be able to jump on board 

without getting a shock. If they get a shock 

in the paddock you want them to run back 

to the bike not home.  

 

Take younger dogs along. Take pups along 

when they are quite young. They sit on the 

bike and watch the older dogs working. 

 

Make sure they get a big pat when they get 

a shock. They will get a shock at some 

point. You want them to come straight back 

to you when they do. 

 

Start them off in the summer. The shocks 

are worse when the grass is wet and long. 

    If you are looking for a well bred dog in 

Australia call Brett on 0427 346 676 

Brett Kissel:  Working dogs and electric fences 
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